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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to every young person who has
ever felt overlooked, underestimated, rejected, or
discouraged.

May you discover the greatness God has placed within
youl.

May you walk boldly in your purpose.

May you never allow your circumstances to define your
destiny.

And may you always remember that with God, all things
are possible.

You were created for a reason.
You were called for a purpose.
You were chosen for greatness.



CHOSEN FOR GREATNESS

INTRODUCTION

Every great achievement begins with a dream.
Every dream begins with a belief. And every belief
begins with a choice—to see yourself the way God
sees you.

Many young people struggle with feelings of
inadequacy, fear, rejection, failure, and uncertainty
about their future. They look at their circumstances
and conclude that greatness belongs to other
people—those with more opportunities, better
backgrounds, greater talents, or stronger support
systems.

Yet throughout Scripture and history, God has
consistently chosen ordinary people to accomplish
extraordinary things.

Moses was a shepherd.
David was a young boy tending sheep.

Joseph was a prisoner.



Esther was an orphan.
The disciples were ordinary fishermen.

What made them great was not where they started
but their willingness to trust God and walk in His
purpose.

Chosen for Greatness is the story of Samuel
Kariuki, a teenager from a humble background
who discovers that greatness is not determined by
wealth, popularity, or natural ability. Instead, true
greatness is found in character, faith, perseverance,
service, and obedience to God's calling.

As you read this book, you will journey with
Samuel through challenges, disappointments,
victories, and life-changing discoveries. His story
will remind you that your present circumstances do
not define your future and that God has placed
unique gifts, purpose, and potential inside every
person.

This book is written to encourage young people to
dream again, believe again, and pursue the purpose
God has prepared for them.

May these pages inspire you to rise above fear,
overcome obstacles, and embrace the destiny God
has planned for your life.



Remember:

You are not an accident.
You are not forgotten.
You are not ordinary.

You are chosen for greatness.

DK Ngure

Chapter 1: The Ordinary Boy

The village of Kijani sat quietly between rolling
hills and vast fields of maize. Every morning, the
sun painted the sky with shades of orange and gold
as farmers walked to their farms and children
hurried along dusty roads to school.

Among those children was sixteen-year-old
Samuel Kariuki.

Samuel lived with his mother, Grace, in a small
two-room house made of brick and iron sheets.
Life was not easy. His father had died when he was
very young, leaving his mother to raise him alone.

Every morning before school, Samuel fetched
water from a stream nearly a kilometre away. He



then helped feed their two goats before preparing
for school.

His life seemed ordinary.
Too ordinary.

As he walked to school each day, he often saw
large houses owned by wealthy families. Their
children arrived in cars while he walked.

Sometimes he wondered why life seemed unfair.

"Maybe some people are born for greatness while
others are born to struggle,” he thought.

At school, Samuel sat near the back of the
classroom.

He wasn't the smartest student.
He wasn't the strongest athlete.
He wasn't the most popular.

Whenever teachers asked questions, other students
quickly raised their hands while Samuel remained
silent.

Not because he didn't know the answers.

But because he feared being wrong.



Fear had become a constant companion.

One afternoon during Mathematics class, Mr.
Mwangi wrote a difficult problem on the board.

"Who can solve this?" he asked.
Several students attempted but failed.

Samuel quietly worked out the answer in his
notebook.

Mr. Mwangi noticed.

"Samuel, come and show us."

Instantly, his heart began racing.

The classroom felt smaller.

Every eye turned toward him.

"I... I don't know, sir," Samuel replied.

Mr. Mwangi looked surprised.

"But you've solved it correctly."

The class turned to look at Samuel's notebook.
The answer was indeed correct.

A few students applauded.



Samuel lowered his head.

Instead of feeling proud, he felt uncomfortable.
After class, Mr. Mwangi called him aside.
"Samuel, do you know what your problem is?"
Samuel expected criticism.

"No, sir."

"You don't believe in yourself."

Samuel remained silent.

The teacher continued.

"Talent hidden by fear becomes wasted potential."

Those words stayed with him long after school
ended.

That evening, Samuel sat outside their house
watching the sunset.

His mother joined him.
"You seem troubled," she said.

Samuel sighed.



"Do you ever feel like you'll never become
anything important?"

His mother smiled gently.
"Why do you ask that?"

"Because | look at other people and they seem
better than me."

Grace placed a hand on his shoulder.

"When you were born, | prayed and asked God to
give your life purpose.”

Samuel looked at her.

"You really believe God has a purpose for me?"
"I don't believe it."

She smiled.

"I know it."

"But I'm not special."

His mother laughed softly.

"Samuel, Moses thought he couldn't speak. Gideon
thought he was too weak. David was just a
shepherd boy. Yet God used them all."



She pointed toward the sky.

"The God who created the stars also created you."
Samuel wanted to believe her.

But doubt still lingered.

The following Sunday, Samuel attended church
with his mother.

The sanctuary was full.

The worship team sang passionately as people
lifted their hands in praise.

After worship, Pastor Daniel stepped forward.
His message was titled:

""God Has a Plan for You"

Samuel listened carefully.

The pastor opened his Bible and read:

"For | know the plans | have for you," declares the
Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future."

— Jeremiah 29:11



The pastor looked around the congregation.

"Many people believe this verse applies to
everyone except themselves."

The congregation laughed.

But Samuel didn't.

Because that was exactly how he felt.
The pastor continued.

"Some of you think you are too poor."
"Some think you are too young."
"Some think you are too ordinary."

"But God specializes in using ordinary people to
accomplish extraordinary things."

Samuel felt as if the pastor was speaking directly to
him.

Every word seemed to pierce his heart.
Pastor Daniel then shared stories from the Bible.

Joseph was rejected by his brothers before
becoming a leader.



David was overlooked before becoming king.
Esther was an orphan before becoming a queen.
None of them looked destined for greatness.
Yet God saw something others could not see.
Samuel sat quietly.

A question began forming in his mind.

"What if God sees something in me that | cannot
see?"

The thought refused to leave.

That night Samuel could not sleep.

He lay on his bed staring at the ceiling.

The pastor's words replayed in his mind.

"God specializes in using ordinary people.™
"God has a plan for you."

"God sees what others do not see."

For years Samuel had focused on his weaknesses.

His lack of confidence.



His family's poverty.
His fears.
His failures.

But what if he had been looking at the wrong
things?

What if his future was bigger than his present
circumstances?

For the first time in a long while, hope began
stirring inside him.

Not a loud hope.

Not a dramatic hope.

Just a small spark.

Like the first light before sunrise.
Samuel slowly sat up.

Beside his bed was an old Bible.
He opened it randomly.

His eyes fell upon Ephesians 2:10.



"For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do."

He read it again.

And again.

And again.

Then he whispered a simple prayer.

"Lord, if You truly have a purpose for my life, help
me discover it."

The room remained quiet.

No thunder.

No dramatic voice from heaven.

But deep inside, something had changed.
A journey had begun.

A journey that would lead Samuel through failures
and victories, tears and triumphs, challenges and
breakthroughs.

He did not know it yet.



But the ordinary boy from Kijani Village was
about to discover a life-changing truth:

He was chosen for greatness.

Lesson:

Your current circumstances do not determine your
future. God often begins His greatest works in the
lives of ordinary people who are willing to trust
Him.

Scripture Focus:

Jeremiah 29:11 — "For | know the plans | have for
you," declares the Lord.

Reflection Question:
What fears or doubts are preventing you from
seeing the potential God has placed inside you?

CHAPTER 2
THE VOICE OF DOUBT

The Monday morning sun rose slowly over Kijani
Village, casting long shadows across the dusty



roads and green fields. As the village awakened,
Samuel Kariuki prepared for another day at school.

Although he had returned from church encouraged
the previous day, the excitement he had felt was
already beginning to fade.

As he walked to school carrying his worn
backpack, his mind replayed the pastor's message.

"God has a plan for you."

"You are chosen for greatness."

For a moment, those words made him smile.
Then another voice spoke within him.
"Greatness? For you?"

"Look at your life."

"Look at your family."

"Look at your grades."

The smile disappeared.

Samuel lowered his head.

The voice of doubt had returned.



When Samuel arrived at school, students gathered
around the notice board.

The results of the previous examinations had been
posted.

Everyone rushed forward to check their scores.
Samuel slowly made his way through the crowd.
His eyes scanned the list.

First position.

Second position.

Third position.

Names of students he expected to see.

Then he found his own.

Twenty-third.

Out of forty students.

His heart sank.

A few students nearby celebrated their
achievements.



Others laughed and compared scores.
Samuel quietly stepped away.
"Twenty-third."

"Nothing special."

"Nothing impressive."

The voice of doubt became louder.

During lunch break, Samuel sat alone beneath his
favourite acacia tree.

He watched groups of students talking and
laughing.

Some discussed future careers.

“I'll be a doctor."

"I'll be an engineer."

"I'll be a lawyer."

Samuel wondered what he would become.

The truth was, he had no idea.



He admired people who seemed confident about
their future.

Meanwhile, he struggled just to believe he had one.

As he sat there, his friend David approached
carrying two bottles of soda.

Without saying a word, David handed him one.
Samuel accepted it gratefully.

"You look like someone whose cow has been
stolen,” David joked.

Samuel laughed slightly.

"Maybe something worse."

"What happened?"

Samuel hesitated.

Then he pointed toward the notice board.
"My results."

David shrugged.

"So?"

"So, | failed.”



David looked confused.

"You didn't fail."

"I came twenty-third."

"That's not failure."

"It feels like failure."

David sat down beside him.

For a few moments neither spoke.
Then David asked quietly,

"Samuel, can | ask you something?"
"Okay."

"Why are you always so hard on yourself?"
Samuel stared at the ground.
"I don't know."

"Actually, I think you do."
Samuel remained silent.

David continued.



"You always compare yourself with everyone
else."

Samuel knew his friend was right.

He compared himself with richer students.
Smarter students.

More confident students.

More talented students.

Every comparison made him feel smaller.

"You know," David said, "comparison is like
drinking poison and expecting to become
stronger.”

Samuel laughed.

"That's a strange saying."

"But true."”

David pointed toward the football field.
Several students were practicing.

"See Peter over there?"

Samuel nodded.



"He's the best football player in school. But ask
him to solve a difficult math problem and he'll
struggle."

David pointed toward another student.
"See Ruth?"
"Yes."

"She's one of the smartest students in class. But
she's terrified of speaking in public."

Then David pointed at Samuel.

"And you."

Samuel looked around.

"What about me?"

"You help everyone understand difficult lessons."
Samuel frowned.

"That's nothing."

"It isn't nothing."

"It's just helping."

David smiled.



"Exactly."

Samuel did not realize it, but David was seeing
strengths that he overlooked.

That evening after school, Samuel visited the
village market to help his mother.

She sold vegetables to support their family.
Business was slow.

Many customers walked past without stopping.
By sunset they had sold very little.

As they packed up their goods, Samuel noticed the
worry on his mother's face.

"Are you okay?" he asked.
She smiled.

"I'm fine."

But Samuel knew she wasn't.
There was school fees to pay.

Food to buy.



Bills to settle.
Life was becoming harder.

As they walked home carrying unsold vegetables,
doubt spoke again.

"How can someone from a family like yours
become great?"

"Look around."

"You can barely survive."

"People like you don't change the world."
Samuel hated those thoughts.

Yet they felt so real.

That night rain fell heavily across the village.
Samuel sat beside a small lamp doing homework.
The rain drummed against the iron-sheet roof.
His Bible lay open beside him.

Earlier he had tried reading but could not
concentrate.



His mind remained filled with negative thoughts.
Finally he closed his books.

"Lord," he whispered, "why is it so hard to believe
in myself?"

The room remained quiet.

Then his eyes fell upon a verse he had underlined
months earlier.

"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind."

— 2 Timothy 1.7

Samuel read it again.

And again.

Something caught his attention.

The verse did not say fear came from God.
Fear was not God's gift.

Power was.

Love was.

A sound mind was.



So why was he listening to fear?
Why was he allowing doubt to control him?

For the first time, Samuel realized that not every
voice in his mind deserved to be believed.

Some voices build.

Others destroy.

Some voices encourage.
Others discourage.

Some voices come from faith.
Others come from fear.

The challenge was learning which voice to follow.

The next day, something unexpected happened.

During English class, Mrs. Wanjiku assigned
students a public speaking exercise.

Each student would present a short speech before
the class.

Immediately Samuel felt nervous.



Public speaking was one of his greatest fears.
One by one, students gave their presentations.
Finally, his turn came.

As he stood before the class, his hands trembled.
His heart pounded.

The old voice returned.

"You'll embarrass yourself."

"Everyone will laugh."

"Sit down before you fail."

For a moment Samuel almost obeyed.

Then another voice emerged.

A quieter voice.

A stronger voice.

Try."

"Just try."

He remembered the pastor's message.

He remembered his mother's encouragement.



He remembered David's words.

Taking a deep breath, Samuel began speaking.
At first his voice shook.

But he continued.

Sentence by sentence.

Word by word.

By the time he finished, the class applauded.
The speech wasn't perfect.

But he had done it.

He had faced his fear.

And won.

That afternoon, as Samuel walked home, he felt
different.

His circumstances had not changed.
His family was still struggling.

His grades were still average.



His future was still uncertain.

Yet something inside him had shifted.

He had discovered an important truth:

Doubt grows when we listen to fear.

Faith grows when we take action.

The voice of doubt would not disappear overnight.
It would continue speaking.

But Samuel was beginning to learn that he did not
have to obey it.

And that lesson would change his life.

For the first time, he started to believe that
maybe—just maybe—God's plan for his life was
bigger than his fears.

Chapter 2 Lesson

Every person faces doubt. The difference between
successful people and unsuccessful people is not
the absence of doubt but the decision to move
forward despite it.



Scripture Focus
2 Timothy 1.7

"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind."

Reflection Questions

1. What doubts do you struggle with most often?

2. How do those doubts affect your decisions?

3. What would you attempt if you believed God
was with you?

Memory Quote

""Your future is too important to be controlled
by fear. Listen to faith, not doubt."

CHAPTER 3
THE HIDDEN POTENTIAL

The weeks that followed brought a new sense of
determination to Samuel's life.

The voice of doubt had not completely
disappeared, but he was learning something
important: he did not have to believe everything he
thought.



Each morning, before leaving for school, Samuel
spent a few minutes reading his Bible and praying.

It was a simple habit, but it was changing him.

The more he read God's Word, the more he began
to see himself differently.

Not as a failure.
Not as someone forgotten.
But as someone whose life mattered.

Still, he had no idea just how much potential was
hidden inside him.

One Friday morning, the principal made an
announcement during assembly.

"Next week, we will be hosting a Youth
Leadership and Success Seminar."

The students cheered.

A special guest speaker from Nairobi would be
visiting the school.

The seminar would focus on leadership, purpose,
goal setting, and personal development.



Many students looked excited.
Samuel wasn't sure what to expect.

He had attended similar events before, but most of
them were quickly forgotten.

Little did he know that this seminar would become
a turning point in his life.

The following Wednesday, the school hall was
packed.

Students filled every seat.
Teachers stood along the walls.

The guest speaker, Mr. Joseph Mwangi, was
introduced as a successful entrepreneur, mentor,
and motivational speaker.

He stepped onto the stage carrying something
small in his hand.

Without saying a word, he held it up.
"Can anyone tell me what this is?"
The students looked closely.

"It's a seed!" someone shouted.



Mr. Mwangi smiled.

"Correct."

He walked slowly across the stage.

"Now tell me something else."

The room became quiet.

"What do you see when you look at this seed?"
"A tree," one student answered.

"A plant," another replied.

Mr. Mwangi nodded.

"Interesting."

Then he asked a question that nobody expected.
"How many of you see a forest?"

The students looked confused.

A few laughed.

"A forest?" someone repeated.

Mr. Mwangi raised the tiny seed.

"Inside this seed is a tree."



He paused.

"Inside that tree are thousands of branches."
"On those branches are thousands of seeds."
"Inside those seeds are thousands more trees."
Suddenly the room grew silent.

The students began to understand.

Mr. Mwangi smiled.

"You see a seed."

"| see a forest."

Samuel sat forward in his chair.

Something about the illustration captured his
attention.

The speaker continued.
"Many people make a serious mistake."
"They judge potential by appearance.”

"They look at what something is instead of what it
can become."



He pointed toward the students.

"The same is true of people."

"You may look ordinary."

"You may come from a poor family."
"You may struggle in school."”

"You may have failed before."

"But that does not determine your future."
The room became very quiet.

Samuel felt as though the speaker was talking
directly to him.

Mr. Mwangi then shared a story.

"When | was a teenager, many people believed |
would never succeed."

Some students looked surprised.
"You?" one asked.
The speaker laughed.

"Yes, me."



He explained how he had grown up in poverty.
His family struggled financially.

Many times he felt discouraged.

Many times he wanted to quit.

"But God had placed gifts inside me that | had not
yet discovered."

He paused.
"The greatest tragedy is not failing."

"The greatest tragedy is dying without discovering
your potential."”

Those words struck Samuel deeply.
For years he had focused on what he lacked.
He rarely thought about what he possessed.

Could it be possible that gifts were hidden inside
him?

Could God have placed abilities within him that he
had not yet discovered?

The idea seemed almost unbelievable.



Yet it also felt exciting.

After the seminar ended, students gathered in
groups discussing what they had learned.

Samuel and David walked home together.
"So," David asked, "what did you think?"
Samuel smiled.

"It was different."”

"What stood out?"

"The seed."

David laughed.

"I knew you were going to say that."

Samuel picked up a small stone from the road and
tossed it ahead.

"I've always looked at myself as I am right now."
"And?"

"What if God sees something bigger?"

David nodded.



"Exactly."
For several moments they walked in silence.

Then David said something Samuel would never
forget.

"Potential is God's gift to you."
Samuel looked at him.

"What's the rest?"

David grinned.

"What you do with that potential is your gift back
to God."

The words settled deep within Samuel's heart.

That evening, Samuel sat outside his home
watching the sunset.

The sky glowed orange and purple.
Birds flew across the horizon.

His Bible rested on his lap.



As he reflected on the day's events, he remembered
a story from Scripture.

The story of David.

When the prophet Samuel visited Jesse's house to
anoint Israel's future king, everyone expected God
to choose one of David's older brothers.

They looked stronger.

Taller.

More impressive.

But God chose David.

The shepherd boy.

The overlooked one.

The unlikely candidate.

Samuel opened his Bible and found the verse.

"Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart."

— 1 Samuel 16:7

He read it slowly.



Then again.

And again.

Perhaps that was the problem.

He had been looking only at outward appearances.
His weaknesses.

His circumstances.

His limitations.

But God was looking deeper.

God was looking at his heart.

God was looking at his potential.

The following week, Samuel began paying closer
attention to his strengths.

For the first time, he noticed things he had
overlooked.

He enjoyed helping classmates understand difficult
subjects.

He loved encouraging people.



He liked organizing activities.

He enjoyed reading and learning.
None of these seemed extraordinary.
Yet they were gifts.

Small seeds.

Potential waiting to grow.

The more he thought about it, the more excited he
became.

Perhaps greatness was not something people were
born with.

Perhaps greatness was developed.

Perhaps greatness began with discovering and
using what God had already placed inside you.

One afternoon, while helping his mother sort
vegetables, Samuel shared what he had learned.

"Mom, do you think everyone has potential?"

Grace smiled.



"Of course."

"Even people who don't seem talented?"
She laughed.

"Especially them."

Samuel looked confused.

His mother continued.

"Many gifts remain hidden because people never
take time to discover them."

She held up a maize seed.

"When | plant this seed, | don't expect it to remain
a seed forever."

"No."

"I expect it to grow."
"Exactly."

She smiled warmly.

"And God expects the same from us."

That night Samuel knelt beside his bed.



For the first time, his prayer was different.
He wasn't asking God to make him someone else.

He wasn't asking God to give him somebody else's
gifts.

Instead, he prayed:

"Lord, help me discover the gifts You have already
placed inside me."

"Help me become the person You created me to
be."

"Help me develop my potential."

As he finished praying, a sense of peace filled his
heart.

The journey ahead would not be easy.
There would be challenges.

Failures.

Obstacles.

Moments of doubt.

But Samuel was beginning to understand
something life-changing:



God had not created him by accident.
God had placed purpose inside him.
God had placed gifts inside him.
God had placed potential inside him.

Like a seed waiting to become a mighty tree,
greatness was already there.

It simply needed to grow.

Chapter 3 Lesson

Greatness begins when you stop focusing on what
you lack and start developing what God has
already placed inside you. Potential is often hidden
before it is revealed.

Scripture Focus
1 Samuel 16:7

"Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart."

Reflection Questions



1. What gifts and talents has God placed in your
life?

2. Are you focusing more on your weaknesses or
your strengths?

3. What potential might be hidden inside you
that has not yet been developed?

Memory Quote

"Every giant tree was once a small seed. Every
great person was once an ordinary individual
who chose to grow.™

CHAPTER 4
THE CHALLENGE

The days following the leadership seminar were
different for Samuel.

Something had changed inside him.
The doubts were still there.
The fears had not disappeared.

But now there was something else growing within
him.

Hope.



For the first time in a long while, Samuel was
beginning to believe that his future could be
different from his present.

Every morning he reminded himself of the lesson
from the seed.

"Potential must be developed."

"Greatness must be cultivated."

"Faith requires action."

These thoughts became part of his daily routine.

Yet Samuel would soon discover that believing in
yourself is one thing.

Taking action is another.

One Monday morning, the school principal entered
the assembly carrying a large folder.

The students immediately became curious.

Whenever the principal carried that folder, it
usually meant an important announcement.

After the opening prayer, he stepped forward.



"Students," he began, "I have exciting news."
The assembly became silent.

"Our county government has launched a Youth
Community Impact Competition."

Murmurs spread through the crowd.
The principal continued.

"This competition is designed to encourage young
people to identify problems in their communities
and propose practical solutions."

The winning students would receive scholarships,
leadership training, and an opportunity to present
their ideas before community leaders.

The announcement generated excitement
throughout the school.

Many students immediately began discussing
possible projects.

Samuel listened quietly.
At first, he wasn't interested.
Competitions were for talented people.

Confident people.



Successful people.

Not people like him.

Then he remembered the lesson from the seminar.
"Potential means nothing unless it is used."

The thought unsettled him.

Later that day, Mr. Mwangi entered their
classroom.

"How many of you plan to participate in the
competition?" he asked.

Several hands went up immediately.

Among them were the top-performing students.
The student leaders.

The confident speakers.

The popular students.

Samuel kept his hand down.

Mr. Mwangi looked around the room.

Then his eyes settled on Samuel.



"Samuel?"

Samuel froze.

"Yes, sir?"

"Will you participate?"

The class turned to look at him.
Instantly his heart began racing.

He felt trapped.

"I... I don't know, sir."

Mr. Mwangi smiled.

"Think about it."

Then he added something unexpected.
"I believe you should."

The statement shocked Samuel.

Why would his teacher think that?
After class, the words remained in his mind.

"l believe you should."



For the rest of the day, he couldn't stop thinking
about them.

That evening, Samuel sat beneath the acacia tree
near his home.

The competition forms were due in three days.
He held one in his hands.

The paper felt heavier than it should have.

His mind was filled with questions.

"What if | fail?"

"What if my idea isn't good enough?"

"What if everyone laughs at me?"

The familiar voice of fear had returned.

It listed every possible reason why he should stay
away.

The safest option was simple.
Do nothing.

Avoid embarrassment.



Avoid risk.

Avoid failure.

Samuel stared at the form.

Part of him wanted to tear it up.

Part of him wanted to walk away.

Part of him wanted to remain ordinary.

Because ordinary felt safe.

That night, Samuel shared his concerns with his
mother.

They sat together outside their house after supper.
The stars shone brightly overhead.

"Mom," Samuel said, "have you ever been afraid to
try something?"

Grace laughed softly.
"Many times."
"What did you do?"
"I prayed."



Samuel smiled.

"That's your answer for everything."
She smiled back.

"Because prayer changes everything."
Then she became serious.

"Samuel, what exactly are you afraid of?"
He hesitated.

"Failing."

His mother nodded.

"Anything else?"

"Being embarrassed."

"Anything else?"

Samuel sighed.

"What if I'm not good enough?"

For a moment she remained silent.
Then she asked a question.

"What if you are?"



Samuel looked at her.

"What?"

"What if you are good enough?"
The question caught him off guard.

He had spent so much time imagining failure that
he had never considered success.

Grace continued.
"Fear always asks, 'What if | fail?"
"Faith asks, 'What if God helps me succeed?"

Those words lingered in Samuel's mind long after
the conversation ended.

The next day, Samuel met David during lunch
break.

As usual, they sat beneath the acacia tree.

David immediately noticed Samuel's troubled
expression,

"Competition?" he asked.



Samuel nodded.

"How did you know?"

"You've had that worried face all morning."
Samuel laughed.

Then he explained his fears.

When he finished, David shook his head.
"Samuel, do you know what your problem is?"
"Another one?"

"Yes."

Samuel smiled.

"Tell me."

"You think successful people aren't afraid."
Samuel frowned.

"Aren't they?"

David laughed.

"Everyone is afraid."

"Then what's the difference?"



"The difference is that successful people act
despite their fear."

The statement hit Samuel hard.
Perhaps courage wasn't the absence of fear.

Perhaps courage was moving forward while afraid.

That afternoon, Samuel walked home alone.

The competition form remained folded inside his
bag.

His mind was still battling uncertainty.

As he approached the village, he noticed a small
boy learning how to ride a bicycle.

The boy wobbled.
Lost balance.
Fell.

Got up.

Tried again.

Fell again.



And again.

And again.

Samuel stopped to watch.

The boy's father stood nearby encouraging him.
"Don't quit!

"Try again!"

"You can do it!"

Finally, after many attempts, the boy rode several
meters without falling.

His face lit up with excitement.
The father applauded.

Samuel smiled.

Then a thought struck him.

If the boy had been afraid of falling, he would
never have learned to ride.

Growth required risk.
Success required effort.

Progress required action.



The lesson was simple.

But powerful.

That evening, Samuel knelt beside his bed.
His competition form lay on the table.

For several minutes he prayed silently.
"Lord, | am afraid."

"I don't know if | can do this."

"I don't know if | will succeed."

"But if this opportunity comes from You, give me
courage."

A sense of peace settled over him.
Not certainty.

Not confidence.

Peace.

Then he remembered a verse he had recently
memorized:



"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go."

— Joshua 1:9

He repeated it several times.

Slowly, his fear began to loosen its grip.
Finally, he stood up.

Walked to the table.

Picked up the form.

And signed his name.

SAMUEL KARIUKI

He stared at the words for several moments.
A smile appeared on his face.

The decision had been made.

There was no turning back.

The next morning, Samuel submitted his
application.



As he placed the form on the teacher's desk, he felt
nervous.

Yet he also felt proud.

Not because he was guaranteed to win.
Not because he was the best candidate.
But because he had taken a step.

A small step.

A brave step.

A step of faith.

And sometimes, that is where greatness begins.
Not with extraordinary talent.

Not with perfect confidence.

But with the courage to say:

"1 will try."

Samuel walked out of the office feeling lighter than
he had in months.

He did not know what the future held.

He did not know whether he would succeed or fail.



But he knew one thing:
He had accepted the challenge.

And the journey toward greatness had truly begun.

Chapter 4 Lesson

Great opportunities often appear disguised as
challenges. Those who are willing to step beyond
fear discover possibilities that others never
experience.

Scripture Focus
Joshua 1:9

"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go."

Reflection Questions

1. What challenge are you currently afraid to
face?

2. How has fear prevented you from pursuing
opportunities?

3. What step of faith can you take today?



Memory Quote

""Courage is not the absence of fear; it is taking
action despite fear."

CHAPTER 5
THE FIRST FAILURE

The day Samuel had been both anticipating and
dreading finally arrived.

It was the day of the Youth Community Impact
Competition.

For weeks, he had worked on his proposal. Every
evening after school, he spent hours researching,
writing notes, and refining his ideas. He wanted to
present a project that would help young people in
his community develop practical skills and
discover opportunities for growth.

At first, he had been excited.

But as the competition drew closer, his excitement
slowly turned into nervousness.

Now, standing outside the school hall with dozens
of other participants, his stomach felt like it was
tied in knots.



The hall buzzed with activity.

Students from different schools had gathered for
the event.

Some were confidently reviewing their
presentations.

Others practiced speeches with friends.

A few laughed and joked as if they had no worries
at all.

Samuel watched them and immediately felt
intimidated.

"They all look so confident."

"They probably know exactly what they're doing."
"Why did | even enter this competition?"

The old voice of doubt had returned.

Only this time, it seemed louder than ever.

David noticed Samuel standing alone.



He walked over and patted him on the shoulder.
"You look like you're preparing for a funeral."
Samuel laughed nervously.

"I think I'd rather attend a funeral than give this
presentation."

David grinned.

"You'll be fine."

"What if | forget everything?"
"Then start again."

"What if I make mistakes?"
"Then learn from them."
"What if | fail?"

David smiled.

"Then you'll be one step closer to succeeding."
Samuel shook his head.

"You always have an answer."

"No," David replied. "I just believe in you more
than you believe in yourself."



Those words encouraged Samuel, but the fear
remained.

Soon the competition began.

One by one, students were called to present.
Some delivered excellent speeches.

Others struggled.

The judges listened carefully and asked questions
after each presentation.

Samuel's heart beat faster with every passing
minute.

Finally, he heard his name.
"Samuel Kariuki."

The moment had arrived.

His legs felt heavy as he walked toward the stage.
The hall suddenly seemed much larger than before.

The audience looked enormous.



The judges sat directly in front of him.

Teachers, students, and community leaders filled
the room.

For a brief moment, Samuel wanted to run away.
But it was too late.

He stepped behind the podium.

Took a deep breath.

And began speaking.

The first few sentences went well.

His voice was shaky, but he managed to continue.
Then something happened.

His mind went blank.

Completely blank.

The next section of his presentation disappeared
from memory.

Panic flooded his thoughts.

He stared at his notes.



The words blurred.

The room felt hot.

His hands trembled.

The silence became unbearable.

A few students shifted in their seats.
Someone whispered.

Samuel's confidence collapsed.

He tried to continue.

But now his thoughts were scattered.
He skipped important points.

Forgot key details.

Lost track of his message.

The presentation that he had practiced so carefully
began falling apart.

The more nervous he became, the worse things got.

Finally, after what felt like an eternity, he finished
and returned to his seat.



His face burned with embarrassment.

He could hardly look at anyone.

The rest of the competition passed like a blur.
Samuel barely paid attention.

His mind replayed every mistake.

Every awkward pause.

Every forgotten point.

Every moment of embarrassment.

By the time the judges announced the winners, he
already knew he would not be among them.

And he wasn't.

His name was never called.

As students celebrated their victories, Samuel
quietly slipped outside.

The afternoon sun felt unusually harsh.



He sat beneath a tree behind the hall and stared at
the ground.

For several minutes, he said nothing.
Eventually, David found him.

"You disappeared.”

Samuel shrugged.

"l failed."

David sat beside him.

Neither spoke for a while.

Finally, Samuel broke the silence.
"I knew this would happen."

"No, you didn't."

"Yes, I did."”

"You were afraid it would happen."
Samuel sighed.

"What's the difference?"

David looked at him.



"The difference is that fear predicts failure.
Wisdom learns from it."

Samuel remained silent.

That evening, Samuel walked home feeling
defeated.

The road seemed longer than usual.

The excitement he had felt when entering the
competition was gone.

The confidence he had been building felt shattered.

When he arrived home, his mother immediately
noticed.

"How did it go?"
Samuel dropped his bag onto a chair.
"I failed."”

Grace listened quietly as he described everything
that had happened.

When he finished, she nodded.

"Is that all?"



Samuel looked confused.

"What do you mean?"

"Is that all that happened?”

"l embarrassed myself."

"You also entered the competition."
Samuel frowned.

"So?"

"You faced your fear."

"Mom, | didn't win."

She smiled gently.

"Winning is not the only measure of success."
Samuel wasn't convinced.

"It feels like failure."

Grace sat beside him.

"Samuel, when you learned to walk as a baby, did
you fall?"

"Of course."



"Many times?"

"Yes."

"Then why didn't you quit?"

Samuel thought about it.

"Because everyone falls when learning to walk."
His mother smiled.

"Exactly."

Then she leaned forward.

"And everyone fails while learning to succeed.

Later that week, Samuel met with Mr. Mwangi.

The teacher had reviewed feedback from the
judges.

"I know you're disappointed,” Mr. Mwangi said.
Samuel nodded.

"A little."

The teacher laughed.



"Only a little?"

Samuel smiled slightly.

"Okay. A lot."

Mr. Mwangi handed him a sheet of paper.
"What is this?"

"Feedback."

Samuel looked through the comments.

To his surprise, many of them were positive.
Excellent idea.

Strong community focus.

Good research.

Needs confidence in delivery.

Needs better presentation skills.

Improve public speaking.

Samuel stared at the paper.

"The judges liked my idea?"

"Very much."



"Then why didn't I win?"
"Because having a good idea is not enough."
Mr. Mwangi leaned back in his chair.

"'Success requires preparation, growth, and
practice."

Then he added something Samuel would never
forget.

"Failure is not a sign that you should quit."

"It is a sign that you still have something to learn."

Those words changed Samuel's perspective.
For days, he studied the feedback.

Instead of focusing on what went wrong, he
focused on what he could improve.

He began practicing public speaking.
Sometimes he spoke in front of a mirror.

Sometimes he practiced in front of his mother.



Occasionally he even practiced while alone in the
field.

At first it felt awkward.
But gradually he improved.
Every mistake became a lesson.

Every weakness became an opportunity for growth.

One Saturday afternoon, Samuel visited Pastor
Daniel.

They sat under a large mango tree beside the
church.

Samuel shared his disappointment.

The pastor listened carefully.

Then he opened his Bible.

"Do you know how many times Peter failed?"
Samuel shook his head.

The pastor smiled.

"He doubted Jesus."



"He sank while walking on water."
""He denied Jesus three times."
"He made many mistakes."

"Yet God still used him."

Samuel listened closely.

Pastor Daniel continued.

"Failure does not disqualify you."
"Giving up does."

The words settled deep into Samuel's heart.

That night, Samuel knelt beside his bed.
His competition certificate lay on the table nearby.

A week earlier, he would have viewed it as proof
of failure.

Now he saw it differently.
It represented courage.

Growth.



Experience.
Learning.
He bowed his head and prayed.

"Lord, thank You for teaching me through this
experience."

"Help me learn from my mistakes."
"Help me become stronger."
"Help me never give up."

As he finished praying, he felt a renewed sense of
determination.

The failure still hurt.
But it no longer controlled him.

For the first time, Samuel understood something
that many successful people learn:

Failure is not the end of the journey.
It is often the beginning.

And sometimes, God uses our greatest
disappointments to prepare us for our greatest
victories.



Samuel had lost the competition.
But he had gained something far more valuable.
A growth mind-set.

And that would change everything.

Chapter 5 Lesson

Failure is not final unless you quit. Every mistake
contains a lesson, and every setback can become a
stepping stone toward future success.

Scripture Focus
Proverbs 24:16

"Though the righteous fall seven times, they rise
again."

Reflection Questions

1. What failure have you experienced that still
affects you today?

2. What lessons can you learn from that
experience?

3. How can you use setbacks as opportunities for
growth?



Memory Quote

"Failure is not falling down; failure is refusing
to get back up.”

CHAPTER 6
LEARNING TO GROW

The weeks after the competition became some of
the most important weeks of Samuel's life.

Although he had failed to win, he refused to allow
disappointment to define him.

Instead of dwelling on what had gone wrong, he
focused on what he could learn.

For the first time, Samuel realized that growth was
a choice.

He could either remain the same person he had
always been, or he could become better.

The decision was his.

And he chose to grow.



One morning before school, Samuel stood in front
of a small mirror hanging on the wall of their
house.

In his hand was a piece of paper containing a short
speech.

He had been practicing public speaking every day.
At first, it felt awkward.

He stumbled over words.

His voice sounded uncertain.

Sometimes he forgot entire sections.

But he continued.

Again and again.

Day after day.

His mother often watched from the kitchen and
smiled.

"You've improved," she told him one morning.
Samuel laughed.

"It doesn't feel like it."



"Growth rarely feels dramatic,"” she replied.

"It happens little by little."

At school, Samuel began spending more time in
the library.

The school library was small, but it contained
books on leadership, success, biographies, and
personal development.

Previously, he had only visited when teachers
assigned research projects.

Now he visited almost every day.

One afternoon, he found a book about Abraham
Lincoln.

As he read, he discovered that Lincoln had
experienced numerous failures before becoming
President of the United States.

He lost elections.
Faced criticism.
Experienced setbacks.

Yet he never gave up.



Samuel was amazed.

Many of the people he admired had struggled far
more than he realized.

Their success had not happened overnight.

It was the result of persistence.

The more Samuel read, the more his perspective
changed.

He learned that successful people were not
necessarily more talented than everyone else.

Often, they were simply more disciplined.
More committed.

More willing to learn.

One quote especially captured his attention:

"Continuous improvement is better than delayed
perfection."

He copied it into a notebook and read it often.

The words became one of his guiding principles.



Around this time, Mr. Mwangi introduced a new
activity in class.

Each week, students would give short presentations
on different topics.

Many students disliked the idea.

Samuel would have hated it a few months earlier.
Now he saw it as an opportunity.

The first presentation was difficult.

His voice still shook.

His hands still trembled.

But he performed better than before.

The second presentation was even better.

By the third presentation, he was beginning to feel
comfortable.

His classmates noticed the change.

So did his teachers.



One day after class, Mrs. Wanjiku called him
aside.

"Samuel."

"Yes, Madam?"

"l want to commend you."
Samuel looked surprised.
"For what?"

"Your improvement."

He smiled.

"Thank you."

She nodded.

"You remind me of something."
"What is it?"

"The difference between a student who succeeds
and one who struggles is often not intelligence."

Samuel listened carefully.
"It's willingness to learn."

Those words encouraged him greatly.



As months passed, Samuel developed new habits.
He woke up earlier.

He read more books.

He prayed consistently.

He spent less time worrying and more time
improving.

Slowly but surely, he became more confident.
Not because life had become easier.
But because he was becoming stronger.

Growth was changing him from the inside out.

One Saturday, Samuel accompanied Pastor Daniel
on a visit to a nearby farm.

The farmer was known throughout the area for
producing excellent harvests.

As they walked through rows of healthy crops,
Samuel asked a question.



"How do you grow such good crops every year?"
The farmer smiled.

"The secret is simple."

"What is it?"

"Consistency."

Samuel looked puzzled.

The farmer continued.

"I prepare the soil."

"I plant the seeds."

"I water them."

"I remove weeds."

"I protect them from pests."
"Then | wait."

Samuel nodded.

"That sounds like a lot of work."
"It is."

The farmer laughed.



"But harvest is the result of daily effort."

The words immediately reminded Samuel of his
own journey.

Just as crops required time to grow, so did people.
Character.

Confidence.

Knowledge.

Skills.

None of them developed overnight.

Growth required patience.

That evening, Samuel reflected on the farmer's
lesson.

Too often people wanted immediate results.
They wanted success without effort.
Achievement without preparation.

Harvest without planting.

But that wasn't how life worked.



Everything valuable required growth.

Everything meaningful required time.

One Sunday, Pastor Daniel preached a sermon
titled:

""Growing into God's Purpose™
His main text came from Luke 2:52.

"And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man."

Samuel listened carefully.

The pastor pointed out something he had never
noticed before.

Even Jesus grew.

The Son of God did not skip the process of
development.

He grew in wisdom.
He grew spiritually.

He grew socially.



He grew physically.
Growth was part of God's design.
The realization inspired Samuel.

If growth was important for Jesus, then it was
certainly important for him.

As the year progressed, Samuel's grades improved.
Not dramatically.

But steadily.

His confidence improved too.

Teachers increasingly trusted him with
responsibilities.

Classmates sought his help.
People began seeing leadership qualities in him.

Ironically, the more Samuel focused on growth, the
less he worried about impressing others.

He was too busy becoming better.



One afternoon, while studying in the library,
Samuel came across another quote.

It read:

"The person you become is more important than
the success you achieve."

He stared at the words for several moments.
Then he wrote them in his notebook.

For a long time, Samuel had thought greatness was
about achieving something impressive.

Now he understood differently.

Greatness began with becoming the right person.
A person of character.

A person of discipline.

A person of faith.

A person willing to grow.

That night, Samuel knelt beside his bed.

His prayer was simple.



"Lord, thank You for teaching me."
"Help me keep growing."

"Help me become the person You created me to
be."

"Help me never stop learning."
As he finished praying, he felt grateful.

The competition loss that had once seemed like a
disaster had become one of the greatest lessons of
his life.

Because failure had forced him to grow.

And growth was preparing him for opportunities he
had not yet imagined.

The journey toward greatness was not about
sudden success.

It was about daily improvement.
One step.

One lesson.

One day at a time.

And Samuel was learning to grow.



Chapter 6 Lesson

Growth is a process, not an event. Every day
presents an opportunity to learn, improve, and
move closer to the person God created you to
become.

Scripture Focus
Luke 2:52

"And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man."

Reflection Questions

1. In what areas of your life do you need to
grow?

2. What habits are helping you become better?

3. Are you focused on quick results or long-term
growth?

Memory Quote

""Small improvements made consistently lead to
extraordinary results over time."

CHAPTER 7



THE TEST OF CHARACTER

By the middle of the school year, Samuel had
changed in many ways.

His confidence had improved.

His grades were better.

He was speaking more in class.

Teachers trusted him with responsibilities.

For the first time, he felt like he was moving
forward.

Yet Samuel was about to discover an important
truth:

Success can reveal your character, but
challenges test it.

And one of the greatest tests of his life was just
around the corner.

The end-of-term examinations were approaching.

Students throughout the school were feeling the
pressure.



The exams would determine class rankings,
academic awards, and opportunities for
scholarships.

Every student wanted to perform well.

Some were studying harder than ever before.
Others were looking for shortcuts.

Samuel had worked diligently all term.

He spent hours revising in the library.

He attended study groups.

He reviewed notes late into the evening.

Still, he knew some subjects remained difficult.
Particularly Chemistry.

No matter how hard he studied, certain concepts
seemed confusing.

The closer the exams came, the more anxious he
became.

One afternoon, Samuel and David were studying
together.



David noticed his frustration.

"You've been staring at that Chemistry book for ten
minutes."

Samuel sighed.

"I'm trying to understand it."

"Trying or suffering?"

Samuel laughed.

"A little of both."

David smiled.

"You'll be okay."

"I hope so0."

"What matters is that you're prepared."
Samuel nodded.

Yet deep inside, he remained worried.

The examination week finally arrived.

The school atmosphere changed completely.



Classrooms became unusually quiet.

Students reviewed notes everywhere—under trees,
in hallways, even during lunch breaks.

Everyone wanted an advantage.
Everyone wanted success.

But not everyone was willing to earn it honestly.

On the morning of the Chemistry exam, Samuel
entered the classroom feeling nervous.

He prayed silently before taking his seat.

As students settled down, he noticed unusual
activity near the back of the room.

Several students were whispering.

One of them carefully slipped a folded piece of
paper into his pocket.

Samuel suspected what was happening.
Cheating.

Unfortunately, it wasn't uncommon.



Many students justified it.
Some said everyone did it.
Others claimed the pressure was too great.

Still others argued that results were all that
mattered.

Samuel had heard every excuse.

Yet none of them felt right.

The exam papers were distributed.
Samuel glanced at the questions.
Immediately his heart sank.

Several questions covered topics he had struggled
to understand.

His confidence disappeared.
He answered what he could.
Skipped what he couldn't.

Then he noticed something.



Written faintly on the wooden desk were several
answers to one section of the exam.

Someone had written them before the test.
The answers were directly in front of him.
All he had to do was look.

No one would know.

No one would suspect.

No one would find out.

Suddenly, a battle began inside his mind.
"Just look."

"It's only a few answers."

"Everyone else is doing it."

"You need a good grade."

"This could help your future."

The temptation was strong.

Very strong.



Samuel looked around.

Several students were already cheating.
Some exchanged answers.

Others used hidden notes.

The invigilator appeared unaware.

The opportunity was there.

The risk seemed small.

For a brief moment, Samuel considered it.

Then another voice spoke.
A quieter voice.
But a stronger one.

It reminded him of everything he had been
learning.

Character.
Integrity.
Faith.



Purpose.
The voice brought a verse to his mind:

"Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but
whoever takes crooked paths will be found out."

— Proverbs 10:9
Samuel stared at the words written on the desk.

Then he slowly covered them with his examination
paper.

The decision had been made.

He would succeed honestly or not at all.

The exam continued.
Some questions remained difficult.
Some answers remained uncertain.

But Samuel completed the paper with a clear
conscience.

When the exam ended, he felt something
unexpected.



Peace.
Not because he was sure he had passed.

But because he knew he had done the right thing.

After school, a group of students gathered outside
discussing the exam.

One student laughed.

"That Chemistry paper was easy."

Samuel knew the student rarely performed well.
Another student grinned.

"Thank goodness for those notes."

Several others laughed.

One of them looked at Samuel.

"Did you use them?"

Samuel shook his head.

"No."

The group stared at him.



"Why not?"

"Because it was cheating."

The students exchanged glances.

Then one of them laughed.

"You're too honest."

Another added, "Integrity doesn't improve grades."
The group walked away still laughing.

Samuel watched them leave.

For a moment, he felt foolish.

Maybe they were right.

Maybe honesty was costing him opportunities.

Maybe integrity wasn't practical.

That evening, Samuel shared the experience with
Pastor Daniel.

The pastor listened carefully.

Then he smiled.



"You passed a much bigger test today."
Samuel frowned.

"The Chemistry exam?"

"No."

"The character exam."

Samuel thought about that.

"What do you mean?"

Pastor Daniel leaned forward.
"Knowledge can open doors."

"Talent can create opportunities.”

"But character determines whether you can keep
them."

The pastor paused.

"Many people lose great opportunities not because
they lack ability, but because they lack integrity."

Those words stayed with Samuel.



A few weeks later, examination results were
released.

Samuel's Chemistry grade wasn't outstanding.
But it was respectable.
More importantly, he had earned it honestly.

As students collected their reports, unexpected
news spread throughout the school.

Several students had been caught cheating.

Teachers had discovered hidden notes and copied
answers.

The school administration launched an
investigation.

Disciplinary action followed.

Some students were suspended.

Others lost privileges and leadership positions.
Their grades were cancelled.

The consequences were serious.

Samuel felt saddened for them.



But he also understood something important.

Shortcuts often create longer problems.

Later that week, Mr. Mwangi addressed the class.

"There 1S something more important than academic
success."

The room became quiet.

"What is it?"

The teacher wrote one word on the board:
CHARACTER

He turned toward the class.

"Your reputation is built over years."

"It can be destroyed in minutes."

Students listened carefully.

Mr. Mwangi continued.

"The world needs people who can be trusted."

"People of honesty."



"People of integrity."

"People who choose what is right even when
nobody is watching."

Samuel felt encouraged.

The lesson confirmed what he had learned during
the exam.

Character mattered.

Perhaps more than he had ever realized.

That night, Samuel sat outside under the stars.
The cool evening breeze rustled the trees.

As he reflected on the events of the past weeks, he
felt grateful.

Not because the test had been easy.
It hadn't.

The temptation had been real.

The pressure had been intense.

But God had helped him make the right choice.



And in doing so, Samuel had discovered something
valuable.

Greatness is not built through talent alone.
It is built through character.

Every decision matters.

Every choice shapes who we become.

Every act of integrity strengthens the foundation of
our future.

Samuel looked toward the heavens and smiled.
The journey toward greatness was continuing.
Not through dramatic victories.

But through small, faithful decisions made every
day.

And those decisions were shaping the leader God
was calling him to become.

Chapter 7 Lesson

Character is revealed when no one is watching.
True greatness is not measured only by



achievement but by integrity, honesty, and the
willingness to do what is right even when it is
difficult.

Scripture Focus
Proverbs 10:9

"Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but
whoever takes crooked paths will be found out."

Reflection Questions

1. Have you ever faced a temptation to take a
shortcut?

2. Why is integrity important for long-term
success?

3. What kind of reputation are you building
through your daily choices?

Memory Quote

""Talent may open the door, but character keeps
it open.™

CHAPTER 8
THE STORM



Life has a way of testing people when they least
expect it.

For Samuel, things had been improving steadily.
His confidence was growing.

His grades were improving.

His relationships were stronger.

He was learning valuable lessons about faith,
growth, and character.

For the first time in years, he felt hopeful about the
future.

But just when everything seemed to be moving in
the right direction, a storm arrived.

And this storm was unlike anything he had faced
before.

One Friday evening, Samuel returned home from
school and immediately sensed something was
wrong.

His mother sat quietly at the table.

The usual smile on her face was missing.



She seemed exhausted.

Worried.

Defeated.

Samuel placed his schoolbag down.
"Mom, are you okay?"

Grace forced a smile.

"I'm fine."

Samuel knew that answer.

It was the answer people gave when they were not
fine.

He pulled out a chair and sat across from her.
"What happened?"

For several moments, she remained silent.
Then she sighed.

"The company where | work is reducing staff."”
Samuel's heart sank.

"What does that mean?"



His mother looked down.

"I lost my job."

The words hung in the air.

Samuel felt as though the room had suddenly
become smaller.

His mother's salary was their main source of
income.

Without it, everything would become difficult.
School fees.

Food.

Rent.

Electricity.

Daily necessities.

The list seemed endless.

"What are we going to do?" Samuel asked quietly.
His mother looked at him.

"We trust God."



Although her voice was calm, Samuel could see
concern in her eyes.

For the first time in a long while, fear returned.

That night Samuel struggled to sleep.
The future suddenly looked uncertain.
Questions filled his mind.

"What if I can't finish school?"

"What if we lose our home?"

"What if things get worse?"

The voice of doubt, which had been growing
weaker, returned with renewed strength.

"You thought life was getting better."
"Look what's happening now."

"How can you become great when your family is
barely surviving?"

Samuel buried his face in his pillow.

The questions seemed impossible to answer.



The following weeks were difficult.
Very difficult.

His mother searched tirelessly for work.
She visited businesses.

Submitted applications.

Made phone calls.

Asked friends for help.

But opportunities were scarce.

Each day seemed to bring more disappointment.
Meanwhile, financial pressure increased.
Bills accumulated.

Food became limited.

Several times, Samuel noticed his mother
pretending she wasn't hungry so he could have a
larger portion of food.

The realization broke his heart.



One evening, while helping his mother prepare
supper, Samuel asked a question.

"Mom, are you afraid?"

Grace paused before answering.

"Sometimes."

Samuel looked surprised.

"You?"

She smiled gently.

"Faith does not mean we never feel afraid."
"What does it mean then?"

"It means we trust God even when we are afraid."
Samuel thought about that.

For a long time, he had assumed faith meant
having no fear.

Perhaps he had been wrong.

Perhaps faith meant continuing to trust despite fear.



At school, Samuel found it increasingly difficult to
concentrate.

His mind was consumed by problems at home.
During lessons, he worried about school fees.
During breaks, he worried about food.

At night, he worried about the future.

The stress began affecting his studies.

His grades started slipping.

Teachers noticed.

Friends noticed.

Even Samuel noticed.

The progress he had worked so hard to achieve
seemed to be disappearing.

One afternoon, Mr. Mwangi called him aside.
"Samuel, what's going on?"
Samuel hesitated.

Then he shared everything.



The job loss.

The financial struggles.

The fear.

The uncertainty.

When he finished, the teacher nodded thoughtfully.
"I understand."

Samuel stared at the floor.

"I feel like everything is falling apart.”

Mr. Mwangi leaned forward.

"Do you know how diamonds are formed?"
Samuel shook his head.

"Through pressure."

The teacher paused.

"Gold is refined through fire."

"Strong trees survive storms because their roots
grow deep."

Then he looked directly at Samuel.



"Difficult seasons often develop strengths that
comfortable seasons cannot."

Samuel listened carefully.
The words didn't remove his problems.

But they gave him perspective.

A few days later, Sunday service focused on a
story Samuel knew well.

Jesus calming the storm.

Pastor Daniel read from Mark 4.

The disciples had been terrified.

Waves crashed against their boat.

The wind howled.

Everything seemed out of control.

Yet Jesus remained calm.

After reading the passage, the pastor asked:
"What do storms reveal?"

The congregation offered different answers.



Fear.

Weakness.

Challenges.

The pastor nodded.

Then he said:

"Storms reveal where we place our trust.”

The statement struck Samuel deeply.

After church, Samuel remained behind while
others left.

Pastor Daniel noticed him sitting alone.
"Tough week?" the pastor asked.
Samuel nodded.

The pastor sat beside him.

For a few moments, neither spoke.

Then Samuel asked the question that had been
troubling him.

"Pastor, why does God allow storms?"



Pastor Daniel smiled sadly.
"That's a question many people ask."
He thought for a moment before answering.

"Sometimes storms reveal weaknesses we need to
address."

"Sometimes they strengthen our faith."

"Sometimes they prepare us for future
responsibilities."

"And sometimes we don't fully understand why."
Samuel listened quietly.

The pastor continued.

"But here's what | know."

He opened his Bible.

"And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love Him."

— Romans 8:28
The pastor looked at Samuel.

"Notice it doesn't say all things are good."



"It says God works through all things for good."
Samuel slowly nodded.

The difference was important.

The weeks passed.
The challenges remained.
But something unexpected began happening.

Instead of weakening Samuel's faith, the storm
strengthened it.

He prayed more consistently.

He read Scripture more seriously.

He depended on God more completely.

For the first time, prayer became more than a habit.
It became a necessity.

Every morning before school, he prayed.

Every evening before bed, he prayed.

Sometimes his prayers were long.



Sometimes they were short.
Sometimes they were little more than:
"Lord, help us."

Yet somehow, peace kept finding its way into his
heart.

One evening, as Samuel and his mother sat outside
watching the sunset, Grace smiled.

"What are you smiling about?" Samuel asked.
His mother pointed toward the horizon.

"The sun."

Samuel looked confused.

"It's setting."

"Exactly."

She smiled.

"Every sunset looks like an ending."

"But it's really a promise that a new day is
coming."



Samuel understood immediately.
She wasn't talking about the sunset.
She was talking about their situation.
The storm would not last forever.

A new day was coming.

That night, Samuel knelt beside his bed.
The challenges remained.

The answers had not yet appeared.

The future was still uncertain.

But his heart was different.

He no longer felt defeated.

He no longer felt hopeless.

Instead, he felt determined.

He bowed his head and prayed:

"Lord, | don't understand everything that is
happening."



"But | trust You."

"When | cannot see the way forward, help me trust
Your guidance."

"When | feel weak, be my strength."

"When | am afraid, remind me that You are with
me.Il

As he finished praying, a sense of peace settled
over him,

The storm had not ended.
But he had discovered something powerful.
Faith is not believing that storms will never come.

Faith is believing that God remains with us in the
middle of them.

And sometimes, the greatest growth happens
during the hardest seasons.

Samuel climbed into bed and closed his eyes.
Tomorrow would bring new challenges.

But it would also bring new opportunities to trust
God.



And that was enough.

For now.

Chapter 8 Lesson

Storms are a part of life, but they do not have to
define us. Difficult seasons can strengthen our
faith, deepen our character, and prepare us for the
future God has planned.

Scripture Focus
Romans 8:28

"And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love Him, who have been called
according to His purpose."

Reflection Questions

1. What storm are you currently facing in your
life?

2. How can difficult experiences strengthen your
faith?

3. What does it mean to trust God even when
you do not understand His plan?

Memory Quote



""A storm does not prove that God has
abandoned you; sometimes it proves that God is
growing you."'

CHAPTER 9
UNEXPECTED OPPORTUNITY
The storm had not completely passed.

Samuel's mother was still searching for stable
employment.

Money remained scarce.
Life was still difficult,

Yet despite their struggles, something had changed
in Samuel.

The fear that once controlled him no longer had the
same power.

The challenges were real, but his faith had become
stronger.

Each morning he reminded himself that God was
still in control.

Each evening he thanked God for another day.

And slowly, hope began to return.



One Monday morning, as students gathered for
assembly, the principal stepped onto the platform
with a smile.

"Students," he announced, "I have exciting news."
Immediately, everyone paid attention.

"Our county youth development office has
launched a Young Innovators Challenge."

Excited murmurs spread through the crowd.
The principal continued.

"This competition is open to students who have
creative ideas that can improve their communities."

The winning participants would receive
mentorship, leadership training, educational
sponsorship, and the opportunity to present their
projects at the county level.

Students began whispering excitedly.
Samuel listened quietly.
Then a familiar thought entered his mind.

"This sounds interesting."



Immediately another thought followed.
"Remember what happened last time."

His stomach tightened.

The memory of his previous failure returned.
The forgotten speech.

The embarrassment.

The disappointment.

The pain.

Throughout the day, Samuel could not stop
thinking about the announcement.

Part of him wanted to participate.

Another part wanted to avoid the risk completely.
Failure had taught him valuable lessons.

But it had also left scars.

What if history repeated itself?

What if he failed again?



What if he embarrassed himself once more?

The questions seemed endless.

That afternoon, Samuel visited the library.
He hoped studying would distract him.

Instead, his mind remained fixed on the
competition.

As he sat quietly, he noticed a poster hanging near
the entrance.

The words immediately caught his attention:
"The greatest risk is not failing.

The greatest risk is never trying."

Samuel stared at the poster for several moments.
The message felt personal.

Almost as if God were speaking directly to him.

Later that evening, he shared his concerns with his
mother.



"There's another competition.™

Grace smiled.

"That sounds wonderful."

Samuel wasn't smiling.

"What if | fail again?"

His mother looked at him thoughtfully.

"Samuel, what did you learn from the last
competition?"

"A lot."

"Did you become stronger?"
"Yes."

"Did you improve?"

"Yes."

"Did you grow?"

"Yes."

Grace nodded.

"Then was it truly a failure?"



Samuel sat quietly.

He had never considered the experience from that
perspective.

Perhaps losing had not been the same as failing.

Perhaps growth itself was a form of success.

The following day, Samuel met David during lunch
break.

As they sat beneath the familiar acacia tree,
Samuel explained his dilemma.

David listened carefully.
Then he laughed.
"What?"

"You've changed."
Samuel frowned.
"How?"

"A few months ago, you wouldn't even consider
entering."”



Samuel smiled.

"Maybe."

"Now you're considering it."

"But I'm afraid."

David nodded.

"That's normal."

Then he added:

"Courage isn't the absence of fear."

"It's choosing to move forward despite it."
Samuel recognized the statement.

It was one of the lessons he had learned earlier in
his journey.

Yet hearing it again reminded him how far he had
come.

That night, Samuel spent time praying.
The decision weighed heavily on his mind.

When he finished praying, he opened his Bible.



His eyes fell upon a familiar verse:

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to Him, and He will make your paths
straight."

— Proverbs 3:5-6

Samuel read the verse repeatedly.
Then a sense of peace settled over him.
The future was uncertain.

But God was not.

Finally, he made his decision.

He would enter the competition.

Again.

This time, however, things were different.

Samuel approached the opportunity with greater
wisdom and preparation.

Instead of rushing, he carefully developed his idea.



He thought about the challenges facing young
people in his community.

Many lacked opportunities to develop practical
skills.

Many struggled to find guidance.

Many had dreams but lacked direction.
The problem was clear.

The solution slowly began taking shape.

Samuel designed a proposal for a Youth Skills and
Mentorship Initiative.

The program would connect experienced
community members with young people, providing
training, mentorship, and practical skills
development.

The more he worked on the project, the more
excited he became.

For the first time, he wasn't participating merely to
win.

He genuinely wanted to make a difference.



Weeks passed as Samuel refined his presentation.
He researched.

He practiced.

He sought feedback from teachers.

He revised his notes repeatedly.

Sometimes he practiced in front of a mirror.
Sometimes he presented to his mother.

Occasionally he even practiced before David and a
few friends.

Each presentation became stronger.
Each revision improved the project.

Each day increased his confidence.

One afternoon, Mr. Mwangi reviewed Samuel's
proposal.

When he finished reading, he looked impressed.
"This is excellent.”

Samuel smiled.



"Really?"

"Yes."

The teacher nodded.

"Your idea addresses a real need."
Then he looked directly at Samuel.
"But remember something."
"What?"

"The competition is important."
Samuel nodded.

"But your purpose is even more important.”
The words stayed with him.
Winning would be wonderful.

But making a difference mattered even more.

Finally, competition day arrived.

Unlike his previous experience, Samuel felt
surprisingly calm.



He was still nervous.

But he was also prepared.

More prepared than he had ever been.

As he waited for his turn, he silently prayed.
"Lord, help me do my best."”

"Give me wisdom."

"Give me confidence."

"And whatever happens, help me trust You."

When his name was called, Samuel walked to the
front of the room.

The audience looked just as intimidating as before.
The judges sat waiting.

Students watched attentively.

But this time, something was different.

He no longer focused on fear.

He focused on his message.



He began speaking.

His voice was steady.
His ideas were clear.
His passion was evident.

As he described his vision for helping young
people discover their potential, he noticed the
judges taking notes.

Some nodded.

Others smiled.

For the first time, Samuel felt completely engaged.
He wasn't merely delivering a speech.

He was sharing a dream.

When the presentation ended, the judges asked
several questions.

Unlike before, Samuel answered confidently.
Not because he knew everything.

But because he understood his project deeply.



The conversation flowed naturally.
By the time he returned to his seat, he felt satisfied.
Regardless of the outcome, he had given his best.

And that felt like victory.

Several weeks later, students gathered for the
announcement of results.

The hall was filled with anticipation.
Samuel sat quietly.

His heart raced as names were called.

Third place.

Second place.

Then came the announcement for first place.
The principal smiled.

"The winner of this year's Young Innovators
Challenge is..."

A long pause followed.

Then:



"Samuel Kariuki."

For a moment, Samuel thought he had heard
incorrectly.

The hall erupted in applause.

David jumped to his feet.

Teachers smiled.

Students cheered.

Samuel remained frozen in his chair.

He could hardly believe it.

As he walked toward the stage, emotions
overwhelmed him.

The memories flooded back.
The doubts.

The failures.

The fears.

The struggles.

The storm.



Every challenge had led to this moment.

When he accepted the award, he realized
something important.

The victory was not merely about winning a
competition.

It was proof that growth works.
Faith works.
Perseverance works.

God's preparation works.

That evening, Samuel and his mother celebrated
quietly at home.

There was no grand party.

No extravagant meal.

Just gratitude.

As they sat together, Grace smiled proudly.

"I knew God had something special for your life."

Samuel smiled.



"So did I."
Then he laughed.

"Eventually."

Before going to bed, Samuel opened his Bible.

He read a verse that perfectly described his
journey:

"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up."

— Galatians 6:9

He closed the Bible and looked out the window.
The stars shone brightly against the night sky.
The journey was far from over.

Many more challenges awaited him.

Many more lessons remained.

But tonight, he celebrated an important truth:



Sometimes the opportunities that change our lives
arrive unexpectedly.

And often, they appear after we have learned not to
quit.

Chapter 9 Lesson

God often opens doors after seasons of preparation.
Opportunities may come unexpectedly, but those
who have grown through challenges are ready to
walk through them.

Scripture Focus
Galatians 6:9

"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up."

Reflection Questions

1. Have you ever avoided an opportunity
because of fear?

2. How can past failures prepare you for future
success?

3. What opportunity might God be placing
before you right now?



Memory Quote

""Opportunities favour those who are prepared
and willing to step forward in faith."

CHAPTER 10
THE TURNING POINT

The victory in the Young Innovators Challenge
changed Samuel's life in ways he never imagined.

For years, he had struggled with self-doubt.
For years, he had questioned his abilities.

For years, he had believed that greatness was
reserved for other people.

Now, for the first time, he had proof that
perseverance could produce results.

The scholarship he received would help cover part
of his education expenses.

The leadership training would expose him to new
opportunities.

The mentorship program would connect him with
experienced leaders.



But beyond all those benefits, something more
important had happened.

Samuel had begun to believe.
Not in himself alone.

But in the God-given potential within him.

A month after the competition, Samuel travelled to
Nairobi for a leadership conference organized for
the winners.

It was his first time visiting the city.

As the bus entered Nairobi, he stared through the
window in amazement.

Tall buildings stretched into the sky.
Busy roads were filled with vehicles.
People moved quickly in every direction.
Everything seemed larger than life.

For a boy from Kijani Village, it felt like entering
another world.



The conference brought together young leaders
from different counties.

Some were student leaders.
Others were innovators.
Some had started community projects.

Others had excelled in academics, sports, or
entrepreneurship.

At first, Samuel felt intimidated.

Many participants seemed more accomplished than
he was.

They spoke confidently.
They shared impressive achievements.
They appeared to have extraordinary talents.

The old voice of comparison began whispering
again.

"You don't belong here."
"Everyone else is better than you."

"Soon they will realize you are ordinary."



But Samuel had learned enough to recognize that
voice.

Instead of listening to it, he focused on learning.

One of the keynote speakers was a successful
businessman named Mr. Peter Kamau.

His story fascinated Samuel.
As a young man, Peter had grown up in poverty.

He had failed several times before eventually
succeeding.

During his speech, he said something that deeply
Impacted Samuel:

"Your background may influence your beginning,
but it does not determine your ending."

The audience applauded.
Samuel quickly wrote the quote in his notebook.
Then Mr. Kamau added another statement:

"Never allow your circumstances to become your
identity."



Those words struck Samuel like lightning.

For years, he had identified himself by his
struggles.

Poor.

Average.

Ordinary.

Fearful.

But perhaps God saw him differently.
Perhaps his circumstances were temporary.

Perhaps his identity was found in God's purpose
rather than his problems.

Later that day, participants were divided into
discussion groups.

Samuel found himself seated with students from
different parts of the country.

Each person shared their story.

As he listened, Samuel noticed something
surprising.



Every successful person in the room had faced
challenges.

Some had lost parents.

Others had struggled financially.

Some had overcome illness.

Others had battled rejection.

No one's journey had been easy.

The realization encouraged him.

Success was not the absence of problems.

Success was the ability to keep moving forward
despite them.

During one session, participants were asked to
write down their dreams for the future.

Samuel stared at the blank page.
For years, he had avoided dreaming too big.
Large dreams seemed dangerous.

They created expectations.



And expectations could lead to disappointment.
Yet now, something was different.

The fear that once limited him was losing its grip.
Slowly, he began writing.

He wanted to complete his education,

He wanted to help young people discover their
purpose.

He wanted to establish mentorship programs.
He wanted to become a leader who inspired others.
The more he wrote, the more excited he became.

For the first time, his future seemed full of
possibilities.

On the final day of the conference, each participant
received a leadership journal.

Inside the front cover was a quote:

"The future belongs to those who prepare for it
today."



Samuel read it several times.

The words perfectly summarized everything he had
learned.

Success was not an event.
It was a process.

A process of preparation.
Growth.

Faith.

Character.

Perseverance.

When Samuel returned home, he was not the same
person who had left.

His circumstances had not changed dramatically.
His family was still facing challenges.

His mother was still working hard to rebuild
stability.

Life remained difficult.



But Samuel's perspective had changed.

And sometimes, a changed perspective changes
everything.

Over the following months, Samuel applied the
lessons he had learned.

He became more disciplined.

He managed his time better.

He read more books.

He continued developing leadership skills.

Most importantly, he began helping other students.

Whenever classmates struggled with confidence,
Samuel encouraged them.

Whenever someone wanted to quit, he shared his
story.

Whenever people doubted themselves, he reminded
them of their potential.

The lessons he had learned were now becoming
lessons he could teach.



One afternoon, while walking home from school,
Samuel encountered a younger student named
Brian.

Brian looked discouraged.
"What's wrong?" Samuel asked.
Brian sighed.

"I don't think I'm smart enough."
The words sounded familiar.
Very familiar.

Samuel smiled.

"I used to think the same thing."
Brian looked surprised.

"You?"

"Yes."

Samuel then shared some of his own struggles.
The fear.

The failures.



The self-doubt.

When he finished, Brian smiled.
"You mean | can improve?"
"Absolutely."

The boy's face brightened.

As Brian walked away, Samuel realized something
Important.

His greatest victories were no longer personal.

They were becoming opportunities to help others.

Several weeks later, Samuel received a letter from
the scholarship program.

His academic performance and leadership
development had impressed the sponsors.

Additional support would be provided to help him
continue his education.

When he showed the letter to his mother, tears
filled her eyes.

"God is faithful," she whispered.



Samuel nodded.
"He really is."
The storm they had endured had not been wasted.

God had used every challenge to prepare him for
this season.

That Sunday, Pastor Daniel preached from Romans
5:3-4.

"We also glory in our sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope."

As Samuel listened, he reflected on his journey.
Suffering had produced perseverance.
Perseverance had produced character.
Character had produced hope.

And hope had opened doors he never imagined.
Everything was connected.

Every lesson.



Every challenge.

Every victory.

Every setback.

God had been working through it all.

That evening, Samuel sat beneath the same acacia
tree where he had spent so many difficult
moments.

The setting sun painted the sky with brilliant
colours.

As he looked across the fields, he thought about
how much had changed.

Not just around him.
Within him.

The fearful boy who once doubted everything was
becoming a confident young leader.

The boy who once saw only limitations was
beginning to see possibilities.

The boy who once questioned his purpose was
discovering his calling.



This was more than a season of success.
It was a turning point.

A moment when Samuel stopped merely surviving
and started intentionally pursuing God's purpose
for his life.

And deep in his heart, he knew something
Important:

The best chapters of his story had not yet been
written.

Chapter 10 Lesson

A turning point occurs when we stop allowing our
past to define us and start embracing God's purpose
for our future. Growth becomes transformational
when it is used to serve others.

Scripture Focus
Romans 5:3-4

"Suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope."

Reflection Questions



1. What experiences have shaped your
character?

2. How can your past struggles help someone
else?

3. What dreams has God placed in your heart for
the future?

Memory Quote

""Your past is a lesson, not a life sentence. Let
God use it to shape your future.

CHAPTER 11
SERVING OTHERS

As Samuel's confidence grew, so did the
opportunities around him.

Teachers trusted him more.
Students respected him.
Community leaders recognized his potential.

His scholarship program continued to support his
education.

Many people would have used such opportunities
to focus only on themselves.



To build their own reputation.
To pursue their own success.
To seek recognition.

But Samuel was learning one of life's greatest
lessons:

True greatness is not measured by how many
people serve you.

It is measured by how many people you serve.

One afternoon, Mr. Mwangi called Samuel into his
office.

The teacher smiled as Samuel entered.
"How are your studies going?"

"Very well, sir."

"And your leadership training?"

"I'm learning a lot."

Mr. Mwangi nodded.

Then he leaned forward.



"I have a challenge for you."

Samuel smiled.

"Another challenge?"

The teacher laughed.

"Yes."

"What is it?"

Mr. Mwangi pointed toward the school compound.

"There are many students struggling with
confidence, discipline, and academic
performance."

Samuel listened carefully.
"I want you to help them."
Samuel looked surprised.

"Me?"

"Yes."

Mr. Mwangi smiled.

"You understand their struggles because you've
lived them."



The statement stayed with Samuel long after he left
the office.

That evening, Samuel thought deeply about the
conversation.

Could he really help other students?
He wasn't a teacher.

He wasn't an expert.

He was still learning himself.

Then he remembered something Pastor Daniel
often said:

"God rarely uses perfect people.
He uses willing people."
Perhaps he didn't need all the answers.

Perhaps he simply needed a willing heart.

The following week, Samuel started a small study
and mentorship group.



At first, only five students attended.

They met beneath the large acacia tree after
classes.

The group discussed study habits.
Goal setting.

Character development.

Faith.

Leadership.

And overcoming fear.

Samuel shared many of the lessons he had learned
during his own journey.

The students listened attentively.
Not because Samuel was famous.
But because his experiences were real.

They could relate to him.

One student in particular caught Samuel's attention.

His name was Brian.



The same young boy Samuel had encouraged
several months earlier.

Brian was intelligent but lacked confidence.

Whenever teachers asked questions, he remained
silent.

Whenever opportunities appeared, he avoided
them.

Samuel saw a younger version of himself.

One afternoon after the group meeting, Samuel sat
beside him.

"Brian, why don't you participate more?"
Brian shrugged.

"I'm not good enough."

Samuel smiled.

"That's exactly what | used to say."
Brian looked down.

"But what if it's true?"

Samuel shook his head.



"It's not."

Then he told Brian about his first failed
competition.

The forgotten speech.

The embarrassment.

The disappointment.

Brian listened carefully.

When Samuel finished, the young student smiled.
"You really failed like that?"

Samuel laughed.

"Spectacularly."

For the first time, Brian laughed too.

And in that moment, something changed.

Hope began replacing fear.

As the mentorship group continued, more students
joined.

Five became ten.



Ten became twenty.

Soon, the gatherings attracted students from
different classes.

The group became known as The Rising Leaders
Club.

Every week, Samuel prepared lessons.
Sometimes they discussed faith.

Sometimes leadership.

Sometimes goal setting.

Sometimes character.

But every meeting centered on one message:
You have potential.

Your circumstances do not define you.

God has a purpose for your life.

One day, the principal attended one of their
meetings.

He quietly observed from a distance.



Students were actively participating.

Asking questions.

Sharing ideas.

Encouraging one another.

The transformation was obvious.

Afterward, the principal called Samuel aside.
"I am impressed."

Samuel smiled.

"Thank you, sir."

The principal nodded.

"What you're doing matters."

Then he added:

"Leadership is influence."

"You're helping people believe in themselves."
Samuel felt honoured by the compliment.

Yet he knew something important.



The club was changing him as much as it was
changing others.

One Saturday morning, Samuel and several
students organized a community clean-up project.

They collected litter.

Cleaned public areas.

Assisted elderly residents.
Helped repair damaged fences.

The project attracted attention throughout the
village.

People were surprised to see teenagers
volunteering their time.

One elderly man approached Samuel.

"My son," he said, "why are you doing this?"
Samuel smiled.

"Because we want to make our community better."

The man nodded thoughtfully.



Then he said something Samuel would never
forget.

"The strongest trees provide shade for others."

That evening, Samuel reflected on those words.
The strongest trees provide shade for others.

The image reminded him of the seed illustration
from the leadership seminar.

A tiny seed had the potential to become a mighty
tree.

But the tree did more than grow.

It provided shelter.

Protection.

Fruit.

Benefit to others.

Perhaps that was the true purpose of greatness.
Not personal achievement alone.

But service.



Months passed.

The mentorship program continued expanding.
Students improved academically.

Confidence increased.

Leadership skills developed.

Several students who had once struggled began
achieving remarkable results.

One of them was Brian.

To everyone's surprise, Brian volunteered to speak
during a school assembly.

His speech was excellent.

The audience applauded enthusiastically.
Afterward, Brian approached Samuel.

"I couldn't have done that before."
Samuel smiled.

"Yes, you could."

Brian laughed.



"Maybe."
Then he became serious.
"Thank you for believing in me."

Those words touched Samuel deeply.

That night, Samuel sat outside his home watching
the stars.

His mother joined him.

"I heard about Brian's speech," she said.
Samuel smiled.

"He did very well."

His mother nodded.

"So did you."

Samuel looked confused.

"I didn't give the speech.”

"No."

She smiled.



"But you helped someone else find their voice."
For several moments, Samuel remained silent.
Then he realized what she meant.

The greatest satisfaction wasn't coming from his
own achievements anymore.

It came from helping others succeed.

The following Sunday, Pastor Daniel preached on
Jesus washing His disciples' feet.

The message focused on servant leadership.
At one point, the pastor said:

"The world teaches us to climb higher.
Jesus teaches us to lift others higher."

Samuel immediately wrote the statement in his
notebook.

It perfectly described everything he was learning.
Greatness was not about position.

It was about service.



Not about recognition.
But about impact.
Not about being above others.

But about helping others rise.

As Samuel prepared for bed that evening, he
reflected on his journey.

The boy who once struggled with self-doubt was
now helping others overcome theirs.

The boy who once needed encouragement was now
encouraging others.

The boy who once searched for purpose was now
helping others discover theirs.

The transformation amazed him.

Yet he knew the credit belonged to God.
Every lesson.

Every opportunity.

Every victory.



Every challenge.
God had used them all.

And through serving others, Samuel was
discovering a deeper level of purpose than he had
ever known.

Because true greatness is never selfish.

It always extends beyond ourselves.

It always impacts others.

It always leaves people better than we found them.

And Samuel was beginning to understand that the
greatest leaders are first the greatest servants.

Chapter 11 Lesson

True greatness is measured not by personal success
alone but by the positive impact we have on others.
Leadership is ultimately about service.

Scripture Focus

Mark 10:45



"For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve."

Reflection Questions

1. How can you use your gifts to help others?

2. Who has encouraged or mentored you in life?

3. In what ways can you become a servant
leader?

Memory Quote

""The greatest leaders do not create followers;
they help create more leaders."

CHAPTER 12

A BIGGER DREAM

Time has a remarkable way of changing people.
The years passed quickly for Samuel.

The timid boy who once sat quietly at the back of
the classroom had become a respected young
leader.

His academic performance continued to improve.
The Rising Leaders Club flourished.

Students he had mentored were succeeding.



His confidence was stronger.
His faith was deeper.
And his vision was expanding.

Yet God was about to place a dream in his heart
that was much bigger than anything he had
Imagined before.

Samuel completed secondary school with excellent
results.

When the final examination results were released,
he could hardly believe his eyes.

Years earlier, he had struggled to believe in
himself.

Now he had achieved one of the best performances
in his school.

His teachers celebrated.
His classmates congratulated him.
His mother wept tears of joy.

As they sat together that evening, Grace held the
results in her hands.



"I knew you could do it."
Samuel smiled.

"There was a time | didn't."
His mother laughed.

"That's why God gave you people who believed in
you until you could believe in yourself."

Samuel nodded.
She was right.
Many people had helped shape his journey.

Through scholarships and sponsorships, Samuel
was able to continue his education.

College introduced him to a wider world.

He met students from different backgrounds.
Different cultures.

Different life experiences.

Many were talented.

Many were ambitious.



Many dreamed of becoming successful.

But Samuel noticed something troubling.

A surprising number of students lacked direction.
Some had ability but no purpose.

Others had dreams but no discipline.

Some were gifted but discouraged.

Many were simply trying to survive.

The problem reminded him of his own struggles
years earlier.

And it stirred something deep inside his heart.

One afternoon, Samuel attended a conference on
youth development.

The speaker shared a statistic that shocked him.

Thousands of young people dropped out of school
each year because of discouragement, poverty, lack
of mentorship, and limited opportunities.

As Samuel listened, he felt burdened.



These weren't just numbers.

These were lives.

Dreams.

Futures.

Potential waiting to be discovered.

The same potential he had once failed to see in
himself.

After the conference, he walked alone for several
hours.

His mind was full of questions.
"Why do so many young people give up?"
"What can be done to help them?"

"How many future leaders are being lost simply
because no one believes in them?"

The questions refused to leave him.

That night, Samuel prayed longer than usual.

He sat quietly with his Bible open.



As he prayed, a thought kept returning to his mind.
It was not loud.

It was not dramatic.

But it was persistent.

"Help them."

The thought came again.

"Help them discover their purpose.”
Samuel tried focusing on other things.
Yet the burden remained.

Finally, he whispered:

"Lord, what are You saying?"

As he reflected, he remembered every person who
had helped him.

His mother.
David.
Mr. Mwangi.

Pastor Daniel.



Each had invested in his life.
Each had helped him grow.

Each had seen potential before he could see it
himself.

Perhaps God was calling him to do the same for
others.

Over the following months, the idea continued
growing.

It started as a simple thought.
Then it became a vision.
Eventually, it became a dream.

Samuel began imagining a ministry and mentorship
program dedicated to helping young people
discover their purpose, develop leadership skills,
strengthen their faith, and build successful futures.

The dream excited him.
But it also terrified him.

The vision seemed enormous.



Far bigger than anything he had attempted before.

One weekend, Samuel visited Pastor Daniel.

They sat beneath the same mango tree where they
had shared many conversations over the years.

Samuel explained the dream.

When he finished, the pastor smiled.
"I've been waiting for this conversation."
Samuel looked surprised.

"You have?"

Pastor Daniel nodded.

"Yes."

"How?"

"Because | saw this calling in your life years ago."
Samuel laughed.

"I certainly didn't.”

The pastor smiled.



"Most people don't see God's plans immediately."
Then he became serious.

"Samuel, do you know what happens when God
gives someone a dream?"

"What?"

"He also gives them the responsibility to pursue it."
The statement challenged him.

Dreams were wonderful.

But dreams required action.

Later that evening, Samuel wrote down his vision.
Page after page filled with ideas.

Mentorship programs.

Leadership training.

Educational support.

Community outreach.

Faith-based development.



Y outh empowerment.

The more he wrote, the more real the dream
became.

For the first time, he could see it clearly.

This wasn't merely about helping a few students.
It was about transforming lives.

Communities.

Future generations.

One day during a leadership workshop, a speaker
asked a powerful question:

"If you knew you could not fail, what would you
attempt?"

The room became silent.

Samuel immediately thought about his dream.
For years, fear had limited him.

Fear of failure.

Fear of rejection.



Fear of inadequacy.
But now he understood something important.

A God-given dream is always bigger than the
person receiving it.

If it were small enough to accomplish alone, it
wouldn't require faith.

As college continued, Samuel started taking
practical steps.

He volunteered with youth organizations.
He attended leadership seminars.

He learned about community development.
He studied mentorship models.

He gained experience wherever possible.
Some days progress felt slow.

Other days it felt exciting.

But he kept moving forward.

One step at a time.



Meanwhile, his relationship with God continued
deepening.

He spent more time in prayer.

More time studying Scripture.

More time seeking God's guidance.
Because he understood something crucial:
Success without purpose is empty.

Achievement without God's direction is
incomplete.

He wanted the dream to be God's dream, not
merely his own ambition.

One evening, while reading the book of Nehemiah,
Samuel found himself deeply inspired.

Nehemiah had seen a problem.
Jerusalem's walls were broken.

The people were discouraged.



Many accepted the situation as permanent.
But Nehemiah refused to remain passive.
He prayed.

Planned.

Worked.

Led.

And eventually rebuilt the walls.

Samuel saw a parallel.

Many young people were struggling.
Many lacked guidance.

Many had abandoned their dreams.

Perhaps God was calling him to help rebuild lives
the way Nehemiah rebuilt walls.

As graduation approached, Samuel stood at the
edge of a new chapter.

His future was no longer defined merely by
personal goals.



His vision had become larger.
Broader.
More purposeful.

He no longer dreamed only about what he could
achieve.

He dreamed about what he could contribute.

The shift changed everything.

One night, sitting beneath a sky filled with stars,
Samuel reflected on his journey.

Years earlier, he had prayed a simple prayer:
"Lord, help me discover my purpose.™

Now he was beginning to see the answer.
His purpose was not simply to succeed.

It was to serve.

To inspire.

To mentor.



To help others discover the greatness God had
placed within them.

The realization filled him with excitement.
The dream ahead was larger than ever.
The challenges would be greater.

The responsibilities would increase.

But his faith was stronger too.

And for the first time, Samuel understood
something powerful:

God often uses our greatest struggles to prepare us
for our greatest assignments.

The boy who once doubted his future was now
preparing to help shape the futures of others.

And that dream was only beginning.

Chapter 12 Lesson

God-given dreams are often bigger than personal
success. True purpose is discovered when we use
our gifts, experiences, and faith to impact others.



Scripture Focus
Habakkuk 2:2

"Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that
he may run who reads it."

Reflection Questions

1. What dreams has God placed in your heart?

2. How can your experiences help someone else?

3. Are you pursuing only personal success, or
are you pursuing purpose?

Memory Quote

""A dream becomes powerful when it stops being
about you and starts being about the lives you
can impact."

CHAPTER 13
THE IMPACT
Years passed.

The dream that had once existed only in Samuel's
notebook was no longer just a dream.

It had become reality.



What began as a small vision to help a few young
people had grown into something far greater than
he ever imagined.

The mentorship program he had started after
college now operated in several communities.

Hundreds of young people attended leadership
workshops.

Students received academic support.
Young entrepreneurs received guidance.
Families found encouragement.

Lives were changing.

And Samuel often found himself amazed by what
God had done.

One Saturday morning, Samuel stood before a
group of nearly three hundred young people
gathered for a leadership conference.

The room buzzed with excitement.

Students had travelled from different towns and
villages to attend.



Some came seeking direction.
Others came searching for hope.
Many simply wanted someone to believe in them.

As Samuel looked across the audience, memories
flooded his mind.

He remembered the shy boy who sat at the back of
the classroom.

The boy who doubted himself.
The boy who feared failure.
The boy who almost quit.

If someone had told him years earlier that he would
one day stand before hundreds of young people, he
would have laughed.

Yet here he was.
Not because he was extraordinary.

But because God had been faithful.

After the conference, several students approached
him.



One young woman named Ruth asked if she could
speak with him.

They found a quiet place outside.

Tears filled her eyes as she spoke.

"Three years ago, | wanted to drop out of school."
Samuel listened carefully.

"My family was struggling.”

"I felt hopeless."

"I believed my future was finished."

She paused.

"Then someone invited me to one of your
mentorship programs."

Samuel smiled.

"I remember you."
Ruth laughed.

"You probably don't."
"Actually, | do."

She shook her head in amazement.



Then she continued.
"That program changed my life."

She explained how she had gained confidence,
improved her grades, and eventually earned a
scholarship.

Now she was preparing to become a teacher.
As she spoke, Samuel felt deeply moved.
This was the impact of obedience.

One life touching another.

Then another.

And another.

Stories like Ruth's became increasingly common.

A young man who had once been involved in
crime became a youth leader.

A struggling student became a doctor.

A discouraged teenager became a successful
entrepreneur.



A shy young girl became a community advocate.

Each story reminded Samuel why the vision
mattered.

Every life mattered.
Every person carried potential.

Every individual deserved an opportunity to
discover their purpose.

One afternoon, Samuel received an invitation to
speak at his former school.

The request filled him with emotion.

Years earlier, those classrooms had witnessed his
struggles.

Now he was returning as a guest speaker.
When he arrived, many things looked familiar.
The classrooms.

The assembly grounds.

The library.



Even the old acacia tree remained standing.

The sight brought a smile to his face.

During the assembly, students listened attentively
as Samuel shared his story.

He spoke openly about his fears.
His failures.

His doubts.

His challenges.

The audience seemed surprised.

Many had expected a success story without
struggles.

Instead, they discovered that success often grows
out of difficulty.

At one point, Samuel asked a question.
"How many of you have ever felt inadequate?"
Almost every hand went up.

He smiled.



"Good."

The students looked confused.

"Why is that good?" someone asked.
"Because it means you're human."

The audience laughed.

Then Samuel continued.

"The question isn't whether you have doubts."

"The question is whether your doubts will control
your future."

The hall became silent.

Every student seemed to be listening.

After the assembly, Samuel visited Mr. Mwangi.

The teacher was older now, but his wisdom
remained unchanged.

They sat together in the staff room.
For a few moments, neither spoke.

Then Mr. Mwangi smiled.



"You've done well."

Samuel shook his head.

"We've done well."

The teacher laughed.

"Still humble."

Samuel looked around the room.

"I wouldn't be here without people who believed in
me."

Mr. Mwangi nodded.

"And now you're doing the same for others."
For several moments, they sat quietly.

The moment felt special.

A full circle.

A reminder that no one succeeds alone.

Later that year, Samuel's organization launched a
scholarship fund.

The goal was simple:



To help talented students from disadvantaged
backgrounds continue their education.

The response exceeded expectations.

Donors contributed.

Volunteers joined.

Community leaders offered support.

Soon dozens of students were receiving assistance.
As the program expanded, so did its impact.

The dream was growing.

And so were the lives connected to it.

One evening, Samuel received a letter from a
former participant.

The young man had attended one of the earliest
mentorship programs years before.

Part of the letter read:

"You may not remember me, but | remember what
you told us.



You said that our circumstances do not determine
our destiny.

Those words changed my life.
Today | am graduating from university.

Thank you for believing in me when | struggled to
believe in myself."

Samuel read the letter several times.
Then he quietly thanked God.

Moments like this reminded him that impact is
often invisible at first.

Seeds take time to grow.
Encouragement takes time to bear fruit.
Influence takes time to multiply.

But eventually, the harvest comes.

As the ministry continued expanding, people often
asked Samuel the secret behind its success.

His answer never changed.



"There is no secret."

People usually laughed.

Then he would explain.

"The answer is faithfulness."
"Faithfulness to God."
"Faithfulness to the vision."
"Faithfulness to serving people."

Success, he believed, was not built through
dramatic moments alone.

It was built through consistent obedience.
Day after day.

Year after year.

One Sunday evening, Samuel sat outside watching
the sunset.

The same colours that had painted the sky
throughout his childhood stretched across the
horizon.



As he reflected on the journey, gratitude filled his
heart.

The road had not been easy.

There had been failures.
Disappointments.

Storms.

Moments of uncertainty.

Yet every experience had played a role.
Every challenge had taught a lesson.

Every obstacle had prepared him for greater
responsibility.

Most importantly, every step had revealed God's
faithfulness.

As darkness slowly covered the sky, Samuel
thought about the countless young people whose
lives had been touched through the ministry.

Some were now teachers.

Others were pastors.



Doctors.

Business owners.

Community leaders.

Parents.

Mentors.

Each one was influencing others.

The impact was multiplying.

The dream had become bigger than him.
Much bigger.

And that was exactly how it should be.

Because true greatness is never measured by what
we achieve for ourselves.

It is measured by what continues long after us.
The lives we touch.

The people we inspire.

The hope we share.

The legacy we leave behind.



Samuel smiled as he looked toward the stars.
The impact was still growing.

And by God's grace, it would continue for
generations.

Chapter 13 Lesson

A life lived with purpose creates lasting impact.
The greatest legacy is not what we accomplish for
ourselves but how many lives are transformed
because we chose to serve others.

Scripture Focus
Matthew 5:16

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven."

Reflection Questions

1. What kind of impact do you want your life to
have?

2. Who has positively influenced your journey?

3. How can you use your gifts to leave a lasting
legacy?



Memory Quote

""Success is measured by achievement;
significance is measured by impact."

CHAPTER 14

CHOSEN FOR GREATNESS
(Final Chapter)

The years had passed quickly.

What had begun as a journey of uncertainty had
become a testimony of faith, perseverance, and
purpose.

Samuel often found himself reflecting on how far
God had brought him.

From the shy village boy who doubted himself...
To a leader inspiring thousands.

From a student afraid to speak before a
classroom...

To a mentor speaking before large audiences.
From a teenager searching for purpose...

To a man helping others discover theirs.



The transformation amazed him.

But more than anything, it reminded him of God's
faithfulness.

One morning, Samuel received an invitation to
speak at a National Youth Empowerment Summit.

Young people from across the country would be
attending.

Students.

Graduates.

Young professionals.
Community leaders.
Church youth groups.
Mentorship organizations.

The event organizers wanted Samuel to share his
story.

At first, he smiled.

Then he laughed softly.



The irony was impossible to ignore.

Years ago, standing before an audience had
terrified him.

Now people were inviting him to speak because of
the lessons he had learned through those very fears.

God truly had a sense of humour.

The day of the summit finally arrived.

The conference centre was filled with hundreds of
young people.

The atmosphere was electric.

Laughter filled the hall.

Conversations echoed throughout the building.
Dreams and ambitions seemed to fill the air.

As Samuel waited backstage, he looked through a
curtain toward the audience.

He saw something familiar.

Not faces.



Potential.

The same hidden potential he had once failed to
recognize in himself.

Future teachers.

Future doctors.

Future entrepreneurs.
Future pastors.

Future leaders.

Future world changers.
Some knew it.

Others did not.

But God did.

When Samuel's name was announced, the audience
applauded warmly.

He walked onto the stage and stood behind the
podium.

For a moment, he simply looked around.



The room became quiet.
Hundreds of eyes focused on him.

Years earlier, such a moment would have terrified
him.

Now it inspired him.
He smiled.

Then he began.

"I wasn't supposed to be here."

The audience looked puzzled.

Samuel continued.

"At least that's what I used to believe."
A few people smiled.

"I grew up in a small village."

"My family struggled financially."

"I lacked confidence."

"| feared failure."



"I constantly compared myself to others."
He paused.

"And for many years, | believed | was ordinary."
The audience listened carefully.

Samuel shared his story.

The doubts.

The competition he failed.

The financial struggles.

The difficult seasons.

The lessons learned.

The opportunities that followed.

The dream that grew.

The lives that were impacted.

Nothing was exaggerated.

Nothing was hidden.

He told the truth.

Because the truth was powerful enough.



At one point, he held up a small seed.

The same illustration that had changed his life
years ago.

The audience immediately became curious.

"Many years ago," Samuel said, "someone held up
a seed and asked a question."

He raised the seed higher.

"What do you see?"

Various answers came from the audience.
"A seed."”

"A tree."”

"A plant."”

Samuel smiled.

"Exactly."

Then he paused.

"But God sees something more."

The room grew quiet.



"He sees potential."

"He sees purpose.”

"He sees possibilities."

The audience listened intently.

"Most people judge themselves by where they are."
"God judges us by what we can become."

The words seemed to resonate deeply.

Samuel then shared one of the most important
lessons of his journey.

"Many young people are waiting for confidence
before taking action."

He shook his head.

"That is a mistake."

The audience leaned forward.

"Confidence doesn't usually come before action."
"It comes because of action."

"You become confident by taking steps."



"By trying."

"By learning."

"By failing."

"By growing."

The room erupted in applause.

Many young people nodded in agreement.
They understood.

Because they were facing their own fears.
Their own doubts.

Their own challenges.

As the speech continued, Samuel shifted toward
the topic of purpose.

"Your life was not created by accident."
The room became silent again.
"You are not here merely to exist."”

"You are not here merely to survive."



"You are not here merely to make a living."
He pointed toward the audience.

"You are here to make a difference."

The words carried weight.

Because they came from experience.

Not theory.

Then Samuel shared something deeply personal.

"There was a time when | asked God a simple
question.”

He paused.

Lord, do You have a purpose for someone like
me?lll

The audience remained silent.

"And over the years, | discovered the answer."
He smiled.

"The answer was yes."

Then he looked across the hall.



"And the answer is yes for you too."
Many people wiped tears from their eyes.
Others smiled.

Some wrote notes.

Others simply listened.

But everyone felt the significance of the moment.

As he approached the conclusion, Samuel shared
his final message.

A message that summarized everything he had
learned.

"Greatness is not about fame."

"It is not about wealth."

"It is not about popularity.”

"It is not about power."

The room remained completely silent.

"Greatness is becoming the person God created
you to be."



"It is living with character."

"It is walking by faith."

"It is serving others."

"It is refusing to quit when life becomes difficult."
"It is using your gifts to make the world better."

The audience responded with enthusiastic
applause.

Then came his final words.
The words he had carried in his heart for years.

The words that had become the foundation of his
life.

He looked around the room and said:
"You are not an accident.

You are not forgotten.

You are not ordinary.

You are not defined by your failures.

You are not limited by your circumstances.



You are not disqualified by your struggles.
You are a person of purpose.

A person of potential.

A person of destiny.

You are chosen for greatness."

The hall erupted.

People rose to their feet.

Applause thundered through the room.
Some cheered.

Others wiped away tears.

The standing ovation continued for several
minutes.

But Samuel's attention drifted elsewhere.
Quietly, he looked upward.
And in his heart, he whispered:

"Thank You, Lord."



That evening, after the conference ended, Samuel
sat alone outside the venue.

The sun was setting.

The sky glowed with beautiful shades of orange
and gold.

For a few moments, he simply reflected.
The journey had been long.

Yet every step had mattered.

Every failure.

Every lesson.

Every challenge.

Every victory.

God had used them all.

The struggles had shaped him.

The storms had strengthened him.
The opportunities had stretched him.
The purpose had guided him.



As darkness slowly settled across the horizon,
Samuel smiled.

His story was not really about success.

It was about faith.

Not about achievement.

But about purpose.

Not about becoming important.

But about becoming faithful.

And perhaps that was the greatest lesson of all.

God does extraordinary things through ordinary
people who are willing to trust Him.

Before leaving, Samuel opened his Bible one final
time.

His eyes fell upon a familiar verse:
Ephesians 2:10

"For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do."



He smiled.

The verse had guided him from the very beginning.
And now it perfectly described the end.

Or perhaps...

The beginning of an even greater chapter.

For every ending creates a new beginning.

And somewhere, another young person was
beginning a journey of purpose.

Another dream was being born.
Another life was about to be transformed.

Another future leader was discovering their
potential.

Another ordinary person was about to learn an
extraordinary truth:

They were chosen for greatness.

THE END

Final Life Lesson



You do not have to be the most talented, the
richest, the smartest, or the most popular person to
fulfil God's purpose for your life. God uses
ordinary people who trust Him, develop their gifts,
persevere through challenges, and serve others
faithfully.

Key Scripture
Jeremiah 29:11

"For | know the plans | have for you," declares the
Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future."

Final Declaration

| am created by God for a purpose.

| am equipped with gifts and potential.
| will not be defined by fear or failure.
| will walk by faith and not by sight.

| will persevere through challenges.

| will use my life to serve others.

By God's grace, | am chosen for greatness. Amen.
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